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Part 1: Introduction

Islam produced one of the 
greatest civilizations the 
world has ever known. 
Islam produced advances 
in sciences, mathematics, 
literature, medicine, 
architecture, religion as 
well as many other fields 
of discipline. Islamic cities 
such as Baghdad were the 
premier centers of learning 
and folks flocked there 
from all over the world 
to study. When Europeans 
first saw Granada and 
other Moslem cities, they 
were stunned by the 
sophistication and beauty. 
It was Islam's preservation 
of the great Greco/Roman 
texts of antiquity, as well 
as their own advances 
that allowed Europe 
to crawl out from the 
depression it was in. The 
West owes much to the 
great civilization of Islam. 
There is no exaggeration 
and there is no doubt 
about this fact; people 
of knowledge and justice 
from the Western world do 
recognize this and more.

The Western mind went 

through a courageous and deep 

adventure between the fifth and 

the second centuries before the 

birth of Jesus Christ (May peace 

be upon him). For the first time, 

the human mind was able to go 

ahead and make big steps in its 

process of freeing itself from the 

chains of the ordinary life. For 

the first time, sages were able to 

engage in long discussions by 

which they were able to question 

the essence of their existence 

and the wisdom behind this 

human existence on this earth. 

Through their free minds, they 

were able to create containers 

and secure spaces that allowed 

those brilliant minds to shine 

in the world of discovery. And 

so, a new world was born and 

a new civilization was started. 

Unfortunately, the new Western 

way of thinking and despite its 

attempts to unshackle itself from 

the ground, it could not do so 

simply because the foundation 

of that thinking process was so 

limited in time and space. It was 

limited in time because it focused 

on that time only and ignored 

the past where others have made 

great contributions. And it was 

limited in space because it did 

not take into consideration the 

other regions around other than 

Greece. Moreover, despite its 

freedom, the early western mind 

was unable to advance beyond 

its flat view of the world. In 

other words, although they were 

many metaphysical attempts to 

define and reach the ultimate 

reality behind this world, the 

great Western minds were stuck 

with the day-to-day issues that 

were taking place in Athens and 

around Athens. In other words, 

these Western minds were 

unable to look for means to sync 

between all forms of existence 

on earth and in the heavens. 

These minds opened space for 

great debates and profound 

questions but could not respond 

to the most important two 

questions; what is the purpose 

of the human existence and how 

to establish human beatitude?

And then, there was this 

huge gap and deep silence all 

the way from the second century 

before Jesus Christ (May peace 

be upon him) until early 1000s 

years after the birth of Jesus 

Christ (May peace be upon 

him) when the Western mind 

was stimulated again due to the 

impact of its encounter with the 

Muslim mind. How could the 

Western mind stay unproductive 

for more than 1200 years? That 

is a question I will answer later 

in these series of articles on 

Closing the Gaps.

The most important two 

questions to be answered now 

are: what made the Muslim 

mind different and how was it 

able to transcend the Western 

mind's mundane achievements 

and establish the one and the 

only one just civilization the 

world has ever known?

To answer these two 

fundamental questions we need 

first to acknowledge that like 

their Western fellow humans, 

the people of Arabia where 

the Prophet Mohammad (may 

peace be upon him) was born 

in 570 A.C and where the 

Qur'an was revealed to him, 

were also living in a flat world 

or a two dimensional existence 

characterized by a beginning, 

or birth and an end, or death 

and in between, everything in 

their life was about the tribe, 

the honor, the personal glory, 

wars, hospitality, beauty and 

poetry. From a religious stand 

point, they were worshiping 

more than 360 idols. The same 

way, their fellow neighbors 

from all the corners of the world 

around them were worshiping 

many gods; the plurality of the 

divine was the world of the day. 

That is symbolically or socially, 

but the fact of the matter is 

that every man was his own 

god and whenever there was 

a chance for him to do so, he 

proclaimed himself a god for 

others. That caused instability 

in the Arabia region exactly the 

same way it caused instability 

around the Mediterranean Sea 

and Asia Minor. In fact, with the 

exception of the Jews and the 

Christians who fled their birth 

places to Arabia and who were 

still worshipping one God and 

believing in the after life, no 

other people did. As such, it was 

clear to the rest of the world that 

with the exception of the ways 

of life mentioned above, life 

was vain and that there was no 

clear essence to why man exists 

and where man is going.

 It was in this ambiance 

that the first chapters of the 

Qur'an were first revealed. 

The initial Quranic mission 

was to awaken man through 

a series of natural and easily 

understood phenomena that was 

easily translated into a series 

of paradigms shifts which we 

will go through in the coming 

articles. It was this dynamic in 

the revelation that continued 

throughout the first thirteen 

years of Islam in Makkah. We 

call this period the Makkan 

Era. The aim of those Makkan 

verses in the Qur'an was to 

reconcile man with ones' own 

self and with his Creator. Those 

verses included topics related 

to the creation, nature, stories 

from earlier nations, religions, 

history, life, death, resurrection, 

accountability, the relationship 

between man and his fellow 

human being and the relationship 

between man and the cosmos. 

As we shall see, many chapters 

of the Qur'an carry titles such 

as the Moon, the Star, the Sun, 

the Night, the Earthquake and 

many other chapters of this 

Makkan era carry names related 

to vegetables, animals and 

insects and so on. The essence 

and the wisdom of all those 

chapters were to connect man 

to himself and to understand the 

world around him. For as Paulo 

Freire, the Brazilian writer and 

the author of the Pedagogy of 

the Oppressed said; "one would 

not understand the world until 

one understands the world".  In 

other words, one will not be able 

to understand one's self until one 

understands the world around 

him. That is exactly what the 

Qur'an was doing and that is to 

help man understand the natural 

world around him so that he can 

better understand his position, 

his mission and his reason d'être.  

There was no mentioning of that 

which is forbidden (haram) or 

that which was allowed (halal). 

These are topics that will come 

later during the second phase 

of the revelation of the Qur'an 

which started with the migration 

of the Prophet Mohammad 

(May peace be upon him) from 

Makkah to Madinah in 623 

A.C and which lasted ten years. 

Throughout this era Qur'an 

spoke about the community and 

its structure, the laws or Shari'a, 

the family, the inheritance, 

business transactions, banking, 

and Muslims relations with other 

people from other religions or 

other nations and so forth. 

It is the combination of what 

was revealed in Makkah and that 

which was revealed in Madinah 

that formed the Muslim mind 

and shaped its mental map and 

structure. It was an inclusive 

mind that knew no borders in 

acquiring wisdom and sharing it 

with the rest of the world for the 

sake of a better life for all. It was 

on this basis that Muslims were 

able to build such a magnificent 

and inclusive civilization that 

lasted for more than eight 

centuries in Spain alone. You 

look at everything those people 

have made or designed or 

discovered and you could see 

in it their pure sole and their 

genius and universal mind; they 

built things for the sake of the 

entire humanity and they made 

discoveries for the sake of the 

well being of all of us regardless 

of our religions, races, colors, 

languages or any other known 

or unknown labels.

In the following articles, 

we will discuss how these 

men and women were able to 

sharpen their minds? What 

was the process? What was the 

aim? And why it took them no 

time to reach the acme in many 

disciplines?

Until then, I thank you for 

your time and I look forward to 

hearing from you.
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In other words, 
these Western minds 
were unable to look 
for means to sync 

between all forms of 
existence on earth 
and in the heavens. 

"one would not 
understand the world 
until one understands 

the world"

Prophetic tradition

(Prophet Muhammad Hadith: Bukhari narrated)

(Prophet Muhammad Hadith: Bukhari narrated)

Islam urges for a balance between human’s material and spiritual 

needs, in many of his Hadith (traditions), Prophet Muhammad urged 

Muslims to never abandon spiritual acts of worship such as praying; 

however he also made it clear in several Hadith that one should not 

overlook good behavior with others. He often stated that certain good 

behaviors toward others can surpass in reward the highest acts of 

spiritual worship like Praying.




